SCREENING SOCIETY

Art27s Screening Society is a program that welcomes local communities to gather and watch
films about art together. By providing free access to documentary films about contemporary
artists, Screening Society promotes conversation, inspires creative thinking, and broadens
engagement with contemporary art.

This guide offers hosts and participants information about the films and the featured artists, as
well as suggestions for further engagement through discussion questions and activities.

For more information, resources, and educational opportunities, please visit Art21.org.

ABOUT ART21

Art21is a celebrated global leader in presenting thought-provoking and sophisticated
content about contemporary art—a preeminent resource for learning first-hand from the
artists of our time. A nonprofit organization, Art21’s mission is to educate and expand access
to contemporary art through the production of documentary films, resources, and

public programs.

CREDIT LINE

When hosting an Art21 screening, please use the following credit line in publications associated
with your event:

This event is presented in collaboration with Art21. For more information, visit art21.org.

Artists & the
Unknown

Art21’s second compendium of artist
interviews explores how we use the
randomness, complexity, and
unknowability of life to push the
boundaries of art and culture.

Available at shop.art21.org
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EPISODE SYNOPSIS

The internationally acclaimed artists in “Between Worlds” work at intersections and crossroads
using their artistic practices to make sense of complex histories of colonization and migration,
find common ground between cultures, and break down divides that otherwise seem fixed.
Across four artistic practices, myriad cultures and historical contexts, as well as countless
expressions of creativity, care, and connection, this episode follows four artists as they illustrate
the capacity of art to unite a world that often feels divided.

SOPHIE CALLE
Born 1953; Paris, France

Working across photography, installation,
text, performance, and video, Calle playfully
explores themes central to the human
experience, such as death, desire, love, and
loss, often with the assistance of
collaborators who may or may not know they
are participating in the work. Across this
body of work and set of methods that defy
neat categorization, the artist investigates
the boundaries between the self and the
other, realizes universal human truths, and
collapses distinctions between art and life.

DYANI WHITE HAWK
Born 1976; Madison, Wisconsin

Across varied media, including painting,
beadwork, mosaic, video, and performance,
White Hawk brings attention to the
traditions, techniques, and aesthetics of
Lakota art practices, celebrating their beauty
and conceptual rigor and placing them in the
lineage of Western abstraction. Through
painting and sculpture, the artist confronts
the hierarchies that devalue Lakota and
Native art.

LUBAINA HIMID
Born 1954; Zanzibar, Tanzania

Through her paintings, installations, and
sculptures, Himid creates platforms for
viewers to engage with pressing questions
about race, gender, class, and history.
Working on traditional canvases, cut-out
cardboard portraits, or repurposed
domestic furniture, the artist calls attention
to forgotten marginalized histories and
people and connects them to the present.

TUAN ANDREW NGUYEN
Born 1976; Saigon, Vietnam

Throughout his work in video and sculpture,
Nguyen explores the use of art as a tool for
healing the traumas of colonialism,
imperialism, and war that reverberate
through communities and generations. His
works often focus on lost or erased histories
and the retrieval of these narratives through
community engagement, speculative fiction,
and fantastical propositions in order to
bridge the gap between official archives and
lived experiences.

FURTHER ENGAGEMENT

After viewing the episode, use the following suggestions to elicit conversation and connection.
Whether virtually or in person, participants can engage with the films in a variety of ways using
a broad range of platforms. Please choose the questions and suggestions that best connect
with your community.

DISCUSS THE EPISODE

]

]

What associations do you have with the word “between”? Have you ever felt caught
between or in between? How did the experience make you feel?

Choose one of the following: public vs. private, familial vs. global, individual vs.
institutional control. How do these artists talk about that tension in their work? If they
balance both, describe how they do so.

The artists in this hour use a range of materials to embrace and defy traditional
categories of art media to express their ideas. Examples include beadwork, film,
installation, painting, performance, photography, sculpture, and text. Why might an
artist choose to merge several media or use an art medium in a new way?

GO FURTHER

]

All the artists in this episode consider location in their work. Ask attendees to consider a
place that is meaningful to them and their five senses. Is it the smell, sight, sound, feel, or
taste of the place that evokes the sharpest memory? Ask attendees to find someone new
that they don’t know very well and share this memory. They should provide as much
detail about that place, without sharing a photo, as possible. Partners or small groups
should take turns until everyone has shared.

Calle, White Hawk, Himid, and Nguyen each share a childhood memory.
Provide paper and drawing utensils. Ask attendees to create a drawing that
captures a cherished childhood memory. If people feel comfortable, do a gallery
walk at the end of the program time.

What every day materials or experiences do the artists in this episode use in their work?
What objects or materials make up your daily life and how might you incorporate them
into artmaking? Use household items (i.e. furniture, dishware, clothing, etc.) and
materials you encounter during your commute (i.e. bus tickets, coffee cups, car seats,
etc.) to create an installation that tells a story about your daily life.

Keep in touch: art21.org

Social Media: @art21



